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for change did arrive. And as might have been expected, ^all
the three imitators of Walpole in this period are only allied
personalities stimulated by The Castle of Otranto because of
some special idiosyncrasy in their temperament rather than
by a mere desire to imitate a popular model.

ii

Before proceeding to an examination of The Hermitage^ to
my knowledge the first direct descendant of Horace Wal-
pole, a novel entitled The Hermit that appeared in 1769,
deserves to be mentioned. The hermit, who gives the title to
the story, retires to a cave in a wood, after experiencing a
series of family misfortunes, but is finally recalled to society
and prosperity by a happy turn in circumstances. The con-
duct and plot of the book shows no trace of The Castle of
Otranto \ and the "retreat," and the figure of the holy man
are the only reasons for its inclusion in this survey. The
hermit who, in The Castle of Otranto^ was found dying in a
cell in the deepest recesses of the wood near Joppa, almost
made the character a sine qua non in the early Gothic novel;
the present story provides probably the first instance of its
use after Walpole. The vogue of this man of piety at that
time is easily accounted for by his latent possibilities. Intro-
duced with a past wrapt in mystery, leading a life of silent
beatitude, succouring the distressed, and tending the sick,
he proved a very fitting instrument in the hands of novelists
who wished to make their work a medium of instruction.
His life, as in this novel, could be a silent reproach to the
vain, unprofitable bustle of life, or by its sufferings, the
picture of retribution pursuing an act of indiscipline and
impetuosity; it could be an example to teach patience, or an
inspiration to inculcate piety. And authors and critics wanted
nothing better.
The retreat itself has a "gloomy aspect,"1 and the way to
it leads through several intricate paths difficult to penetrate;.
A rock impedes the progress at the end of one of these
passages, the entrance being concealed by a cunningly con-
*Tke Hermit, A Nwel> by a Lady, 1769, II, x i.